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Announcement Regarding Coronavirus: 2/6/2020 
 
Dear Portola Valley School District Parents, Guardians, and Staff,  

The Centers for Disease Control and Bay Area public health departments, including San 
Mateo County Health, are closely monitoring developments regarding an outbreak caused 
by a novel (new) coronavirus first identified in Hubei Province, China. The first case in the 
United States was announced on January 21, 2020 in the State of Washington. Since then 
cases have also been confirmed in California. Public health departments are working to 
identify anyone who might be infected to prevent further spread of the outbreak.  

As concerning as this sounds, it is important to know that San Mateo County residents are 
at low risk of becoming infected, in fact there are no reported cases in San Mateo County. 
When new viruses surface, people can experience anxiety and stress. We acknowledge the 
impact that the news of this outbreak is having on our community, and on those who have 
friends or relatives who may be affected. 

The health of our students, families, and staff is our top priority. Please be assured that 
PVSD is in close communication with San Mateo County Health and will update you should 
new information need to be shared. 

 What you need to know: 

• If your child has traveled from Hubei Province, China, within the last 14 days and 
has any of these respiratory symptoms (fever, cough, or shortness of breath), you 
must keep your child home from school and contact your health care provider 
immediately. It’s important to call your health care provider in advance, before 
arriving at a clinic or doctor’s office. 

• If your child has traveled anywhere in China but is not showing any symptoms, they 
should stay at home for 14 days upon their return and “self-quarantine”. Should this 
situation occur, please notify your child’s school right away.  The school can 
provide appropriate work for students during their absence.   

We encourage you to work with your family to take common-sense precautions to prevent 
the spread of all infectious diseases, including common illnesses like colds and flu: 

• Stay home when you are sick. 

• Wait for 24 hours after a fever has ended – without the use of fever-reducing 
medicine – before sending your child back to school. 

• Have your child and other family members wash their hands with liquid soap and 
water, rubbing them for at least 20 seconds. 



 

• Avoid touching your face, particularly your eyes, nose, and mouth. 

• Teach and encourage proper cough etiquette in your household – cough or sneeze 
into a tissue, sleeve, or arm (do not use hands). 

• Consider not attending large gatherings, as this is where cold, flu, and other 
respiratory viruses often spread. 

• Get your flu shot to protect against the flu, which can produce symptoms similar 
to novel coronavirus. 

San Mateo County Health has a webpage that includes resources and FAQ. We will monitor 
this developing situation and inform you of any additional public health recommendations. 

  
 

https://www.smchealth.org/coronavirus
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